
Regulation and Licensing Committee 

Conference Room 2, Ground Floor, Fife House, Glenrothes 
Tuesday, 3rd December, 2024 - 9.30 a.m. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

AGENDA 

Page Nos. 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST - Members of the Committee are asked to
declare any interest(s) in particular items on the agenda and the nature of the
interest(s) at this stage.

3. MINUTE - Minute of Meeting of the Regulation and Licensing Committee of 5th
November, 2024.

3 - 6 

CIVIC GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 1982 

4. MANUAL OF GUIDANCE REGARDING INSPECTION TESTS CARRIED OUT
ON LICENSED TAXIS & PRIVATE HIRE CARS - Report by Service Manager,
Fleet Operations on proposed Manual of Guidance regarding inspection tests
carried out on Licensed Taxis & Private Hire cars by Fleet Operations.

  7 - 25 

5. APPLICATIONS IN RESPECT OF WHICH POLICE COMMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE -
Consideration of applications for licences by the undernoted in respect of which police comments
have been made, and, in terms of Schedule 1 to the above Act, to hear the applicants, or their
representatives, in support of the applications:

Applicant Activity Period of Licence 
Applied For 

(i) John Leathem Taxi Driver 
(new application) 

1 year 

(ii) Neil Shand Taxi Driver 
(renewal) 

3 year 

(iii) Dennise Turpie Taxi Driver 
(new application) 

1 year 

(iv) Paul Young Taxi Driver 
(new application) 

1 year 

N.B. The applicants and those making representation have been invited to attend and be 
represented at the meeting. 
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6. OPPOSED APPLICATION - Consideration of application for licence by the undernoted in respect
of which a police objection has been lodged, and, in terms of Schedule 1, paragraph 4(2), to the
above Act, to hear the objector and the applicant thereon:

Applicant Activity Period of Licence 
Applied For 

Martin Burns Taxi Driver 
(new application) 

1 year 

N.B. The applicant and objector have been invited to attend and be represented at the 
meeting. 

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE LIKELY TO BE CONSIDERED IN PRIVATE – IN TERMS OF SCHEDULE 
7A TO THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 1973. 

7. APPLICATIONS IN RESPECT OF WHICH POLICE COMMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE -
Consideration of applications for licences by the undernoted in respect of which police comments
have been made, and, in terms of Schedule 1 to the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982, to
hear the applicants, or their representatives, in support of the applications:

Applicant Activity Period of Licence 
Applied For 

(i) Milen Abadzhiev Taxi Driver 
(new application) 

1 year 

(ii) Mustafa Albayrak Taxi Driver 
(new application) 

3 year 

(iii) Muhammad Athar Taxi Driver 
(renewal) 

3 year 

N.B. The applicants and those making representation have been invited to attend and be 
represented at the meeting. 

8. OPPOSED APPLICATIONS- Consideration of applications for licences by the undernoted in
respect of which police objections have been lodged, and, in terms of Schedule 1, paragraph
4(2), to the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982, to hear the objector and the applicants
thereon:

Applicant Activity Period of Licence 
Applied For 

(i) Rafiqul Islam Taxi Driver 
(new application) 

1 year 

(ii) John Milne Taxi Driver 
(new application) 

1 year 

(iii) Muhammad Yousaf Taxi Driver 
(new application) 

1 year 

9. URGENT BUSINESS - Any other items which the Chair decides are urgent.

Eileen Rowand,  
Executive Director, Finance and Corporate Services, 
Fife House, North Street, Glenrothes, KY7 5LT 

27 November 2024 

If telephoning please ask for: Gillian Love, Lead Officer, Miscellaneous Licensing, Fife House, Glenrothes, 
Telephone: 03451 555555; Ext. 442170 or E-mail - gillian.love@fife.gov.uk  
Agendas and papers for all Committee meetings can be accessed on www.fife.gov.uk 2
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2024.R.L.119 

THE FIFE COUNCIL – REGULATION AND LICENSING COMMITTEE - GLENROTHES 

5th November, 2024 9.30 a.m. – 12.32 p.m. 

PRESENT: Councillors Tom Adams (Convener), Patrick Browne, Alistair Cameron, 
Eugene Clarke, Gavin Ellis, Louise Kennedy-Dalby, Carol Lindsay, Lea 
McLelland, David MacDiarmid, John O’Brien, Nicola Patrick, Gordon 
Pryde and Darren Watt. 

ATTENDING: Kimberley Langley, Solicitor, Gillian Love, Lead Officer, Miscellaneous 
Licensing and Craig Ritchie, Civic Government Licensing Enforcement 
Officer all in Finance and Corporate Services; Sergeant Neil Ewing, 
Police Scotland (Fife Division); and Billy Ferguson, Service Manager, 
Fleet Operations (for items 150 and 151 only). 

APOLOGIES: Councillors Lynn Ballantyne-Wardlaw, Donald Lothian and Jonny Tepp. 

147. CHANGE OF MEMBERSHIP

Councillor Tom Adams welcomed Councillors Alistair Cameron, Eugene Clarke and
Louise Kennedy-Dalby to their first meeting of the Regulation & Licensing Committee
and Members noted that Councillor Cameron had replaced Councillor Julie MacDougall,
Councillor Clarke had replaced Councillor Sean Dillon and Councillor Kennedy-Dalby
had replaced Councillor Alycia Hayes as Members of the Committee.

148. MINUTE

The Committee considered the Minute of Meeting of the Regulation and Licensing
Committee of 10th September, 2024.

Decision

The Committee approved the Minute.

CIVIC GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 1982 

149. APPEALS TO SHERIFF – TAXI/PRIVATE HIRE CAR DRIVER, TAXI OPERATOR
AND PRIVATE HIRE OPERATOR LICENCES  (Previous Minute References: paras
140(h) and (i) and 141 of 2024.R.L.113, 114 and 115 refer)

Decision

The Committee, after hearing the Council’s Lead Officer, Miscellaneous Licensing
thereon, noted that appeals had been lodged with the Sheriff by Mehmet Tarkocin
against the decisions on 10th September, 2024 to refuse his applications for renewal of
his taxi/private hire car driver’s licence and taxi operator’s licence and suspend his
private hire operator’s licence.

150. TAXI AND PRIVATE HIRE CAR INSPECTION TESTS – KIRKCALDY ZONE

The Committee considered a report by Service Manager, Fleet Operations on annual
inspection tests carried out on vehicles in the Kirkcaldy Zone in July to September 2024.
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2024.R.L.120 

Decision 

The Committee, having heard the Service Manager, Fleet Operations on the report and, 
following discussion, congratulated those operators whose vehicles passed the test first 
time and otherwise noted the report. 

151. TAXI AND PRIVATE HIRE CAR INSPECTION TESTS - WEST FIFE AREA

The Committee considered a report by Service Manager, Fleet Operations on annual
inspection tests carried out on vehicles in the West Fife Area in June to September,
2024.

Decision

The Committee, having heard the Service Manager, Fleet Operations on the report and,
following discussion, congratulated those operators whose vehicles passed the test first
time and otherwise noted the report.

152.  APPLICATIONS IN RESPECT OF WHICH POLICE COMMENTS HAD BEEN MADE

The Committee considered applications for licences by the undernoted and, having
heard the representative for Police Scotland (Fife Division) and the applicants thereon,
dealt with the applications as shown:-

Applicant Activity and period of licence applied for 

(a) Peshang Kawa Taxi Driver 
(new application) 
1 year 

Motion 

Councillor McLelland, seconded by Councillor Watt, moved that the 
licence be granted with a warning. 

Amendment 

Councillor O’Brien, seconded by Councillor Cameron, moved, as an 
amendment, that the licence be refused. 

Vote 

Amendment – 6 
Motion – 7 

Decision 

The Committee agreed to grant the licence with a warning. 
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2024.R.L.121 

Applicant Activity and period of licence applied for 

(b) George McQueen Taxi Driver 
(new application) 
1 year 

Decision 

The Committee agreed to grant the licence with a warning. 

The above applicants had been invited to attend and be represented at the meeting and 
both were present and heard.  The applicant at (a) was supported by Twana Amin, 
Interpreter & Taxi Operator, East Fife. 

The warning given to the above applicants was that any future misdemeanours brought 
to the attention of the Committee could result in suspension of the licence. 

(Cllr O’Brien left the meeting following consideration of item (b) above). 

153. OPPOSED APPLICATION

The Committee considered application for licence by the undernoted in respect of which
a police objection had been intimated and dealt with the application as shown:-

Applicant Activity and period of licence applied for 

Scott McLaren Taxi Driver 
(renewal) 
1 year 

The Committee took a vote on whether or not to consider further information 
from the Police as follows: 

Motion 

Councillor Browne, seconded by Councillor MacDiarmid, moved that further 
information should be provided. 

Amendment 

Councillor McLelland, seconded by Councillor Lindsay, moved, as an 
amendment, that further information should not be provided. 

Vote 

Amendment – 8 
Motion – 3 

No further information was provided. 
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2024.R.L.122 

The Committee then took the decision on the application as follows: 

Motion 

Councillor Lindsay, seconded by Councillor McLelland, moved that the licence 
be granted with a warning. 

Amendment 

Councillor MacDiarmid, seconded by Councillor Browne, moved, as an 
amendment, that the licence be refused. 

Vote 

Amendment – 3 
Motion – 8 

Decision 

The Committee agreed to grant the licence with a warning. 

The applicant and objector had been invited to attend and be represented at the 
meeting and both were present and heard. 

The warning given to the above applicant was that any future misdemeanours 
brought to the attention of the Committee could result in suspension of the licence. 

_________________ 
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Regulation and Licensing Committee 

3 December 2024 
Agenda Item No. 4 

Manual of Guidance regarding inspection tests carried 
out on Licensed Taxis & Private Hire Cars 
Report by: Billy Ferguson, Service Manager, Fleet Operations. 
Wards Affected: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 

Purpose: 
To present to the Committee a proposed Manual of Guidance regarding inspection 
tests carried out on Licensed Taxis & Private Hire cars by Fleet Operations 

Recommendation: 
It is recommended that: 

The Committee accept the report and agrees the content of the Manual of 
Guidance. 

Resource Implication: 
The Manual details the work currently being undertaken by Fleet Operations vehicle 
examiners and there are therefore no resource implications. 

Legal & Risk Implications: 
There is a possible public safety risk if agreement cannot be reached on the content 
of the Manual in respect of the vehicle inspections. 

Policy & Impact Assessment: 
None 

Consultation: 
There has been consultation with other local authority areas on their procedures to 
ensure that Fife Council’s processes are robust.  There has also been liaison 
between Fleet Operations and the Licensing Team. 
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- 2 -

1.0 Background 

1.1 There has been discussion over the years about the vehicle testing 
regime within Fife Council and the purpose of this Manual of Guidance 
is to give the Taxi and Private Hire trade across Fife access to the 
detailed standards that are being applied across all depots during the 
vehicle inspections.  This will also ensure a consistency across the 3 
depots. 

1.2 It is also intended that Fleet Operations will offer Open Days across the 
3 depots in early 2025 where Vehicle Operators will be able to witness 
a vehicle inspection taking place, discuss the inspection regime and 
the contents of the Manual of Guidance.  Dates for these Open Days 
are still to be agreed upon. 

2.0 Issues and Options 

2.1 This Manual has been produced after enquiries from licensed 
operators and provides greater clarity on the areas where vehicles may 
experience issues during inspection, it is not anticipated that there will 
be any issues, although it may generate discussion around the 
inspection regime. 

3.0 Conclusions 

3.1 This Manual of Guidance provides a detailed breakdown of the majority 
of the areas that will lead to a vehicle failing the inspection and should 
provide greater clarity for those Operators that may have concerns.  It 
is recommended that The Committee approve the Manual and its 
contents. 

Report Contact 
Billy Ferguson 
Service Manager 
Fleet Operations 
Bankhead Central 
Bankhead Park 
Glenrothes 

Telephone: 03451 55 55 55, Ext. 441753, E-mail: Billy.Ferguson@fife.gov.uk 
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FIFE COUNCIL 

Manual of Guidance regarding inspection tests carried out on 
Licensed Taxis & Private Hire Cars 
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Introduction 

The purpose of the Taxi or Private hire vehicle test is to ensure that the vehicle presented for test is of an approved type, size and design for safe use as a 
Taxi in terms of Section 10(2) of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 (“the 1982 Act”).  

The Licensing Authority is entitled to consider the convenience and travelling needs of the general public, as well as public safety. Vehicles will therefore be 
required to meet a higher standard than that set down by the entirely separate DVSA MOT test. 

The Licensing Authority has approved Licence and policy conditions in relation to vehicle standards, over and above those contained in the DVSA MOT test 
and can consider any deficiencies in the condition of the vehicle when deciding whether or not an application will be granted or if a vehicle is fit to remain in 
public service. 

All vehicles over one year old must have a current MOT certificate which must be produced at time of test. 

This manual ONLY refers to the additional criteria required by the conditions and policies of the licensing authority for taxis and private hire vehicles which 
are tested in terms of the above licensing legislation and could be subject to change. The vehicle will also be tested to MOT standards which will be covered 
in separate DVSA guidelines. 

It is possible that a vehicle could pass its DVSA MOT test and then fail the Taxi/Private hire vehicle test. This ordinarily would be due to the additional specific 
taxi/ private hire vehicle requirements of the test.  

If during the test a serious defect is discovered, the examiner must suspend the licence as the vehicle is deemed unsafe for the carriage of passengers. It would 
also be recommended that the vehicle should not be driven on the road until the defect is remedied. 

Where the vehicle is unsafe for the carriage of passengers, the Licensing Authority cannot permit it to be used as a taxi or private hire vehicle. 

Should any dispute arise in connection with the test, the Workshop Coordinator will be on site to resolve any issues there and then.  

A right of appeal exists in respect of vehicular defects, only if a licence application has been refused on that basis or once a vehicle is deemed to be 
suspended by the Licensing Authority due to its unsuitability in terms of Paragraph 11 to Schedule 1 of the 1982 Act. 
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NOTE- THE REQUIREMENTS LAID OUT IN THIS MANUAL APPLY TO BOTH LICENSED TAXIS AND PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLES WITH 
TWO EXCEPTIONS- 

SECTION 1.3 TAXI METER- DOES NOT APPLY TO PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLES NOT FITTED WITH A TAXI METER 

SECTION 1.5 ROOF SIGNS - DOES NOT APPLY TO PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLES 

Where a vehicle has failed a Taxi/Private hire vehicle test, or a licence has been suspended the front and rear Taxi/Private hire plates will be removed and 
retained at the Taxi Inspection Centre until the vehicle has passed its Taxi/Private hire vehicle test or any repaired fault is verified by the Taxi Inspection 
Centre.  
The vehicle cannot be used as Taxi or Private Hire Car whilst the licence plates are removed. 
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1.1 Vehicle Type 
 

Requirement Method of Inspection Reason(s) for Failure Test Result 
The vehicle must be on the 
Approved vehicle list provided by 
the Licensing Authority.  

 
 

Confirm the vehicle is on the 
Approved vehicle list 

Vehicle is not listed on vehicle approval list Vehicle will not be tested if 
not on the Approved Vehicle 
List 
 

 
1.2  Performance 

 
Requirement Method of Inspection Reason(s) for Failure Test Result 
Road test (only to be undertaken if 
the Examiner is satisfied that the 
vehicle is in a roadworthy condition 
and has a current MOT) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

------------------------------------------------ 
Gear box, drive shafts & bearings 

Carry out a road test over an 
authorised road test route, check 
performance and noise levels 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

------------------------------------------------ 
Check noise levels 

1) If a vehicle has been road tested but the tester knows a 
more efficient operation is normally obtained for the type of 
vehicle 
2) Noise levels are in excess of what the tester knows are 
normal for the type of vehicle 
3) The speedometer is not working correctly on road test  
4) Vehicle not road tested as examiner is not satisfied that the 
vehicle is in a roadworthy condition or there are warning 
lights on the dashboard  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Abnormal noises from the engine, 
transmission, drive shafts or 
bearings 

Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 

 
 
 
 
 
 
------------------------------------ 

Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 
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1.3  Taxi Meter 
 

Requirement Method of Inspection Reason(s) for Failure Test Result 
The taxi meter requires to be checked 
for security and accuracy. 

Check that a taxi meter is complete 
and correctly fitted in an approved 
position (a position where it can be 
readily seen by passengers and is 
not subject to interference whilst in 
use)  
------------------------------------------------ 
Test for accuracy with respect to 
distance and time over known 
distance. 
 
 
------------------------------------------------- 
Check for the presence of taxi meter 
seals and that they are in a 
satisfactory condition and of the 
correct type 

Fitted in a position not approved by the Licensing Authority, is 
insecure or obscures the forward vision of the driver 

 
 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Found to be inaccurate regarding distance or time 

 
 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Seals missing or not in a satisfactory condition or of the 
correct type 

Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 

 
 

----------------------------------- 
Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 

 
----------------------------------- 

Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 
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1.4 Taxi Plate 

Requirement Method of Inspection Reason(s) for Failure Test Result 
All licence plates must be fixed 
securely in an approved position 
(centre or offside of the bumper or 
offside of the boot lid or rear door) 

----------------------------------------------- 
The licence plates must be in good 
condition, legible, visible and not 
defaced or altered 

Check that all licence plates are 
securely fitted to an external 
surface in an approved position 

----------------------------------------------- 
Check condition of all plates fitted 

Licence plates missing or not affixed securely to an external 
surface in an approved position (not on a tow bar or tow 
eye/hook) 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Licence plates insecure, letter(s) or figure(s) missing or 
incomplete. Plate faded, dirty, deteriorated or obscured (fully or 
in part) 

Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 

------------------------------------ 
Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 
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1.5 Roof Signs (Taxis Only) 
 

Requirement Method of Inspection Reason(s) for Failure Test Result 
Roof sign shall be of size and type as 
approved by the Licensing Authority  

 
 
 
 
 
 

----------------------------------------------- 
Roof sign must have connected 
wiring, be wired safely and 
illuminate when required 

Check that the sign is 
the correct size and meets the 
licensing requirement (roof sign may 
be affixed on any safe & secure 
position on the roof or be securely 
fixed to a roof bar which must also 
be safely & securely fixed to the 
vehicle). 

------------------------------------------------ 
Check for tidy installation 
i.e. no loose wires, protruding 
screws etc. 
 
 
------------------------------------------------ 
Check roof sign wiring is connected, 
is safe and that it illuminates with 
meter operation. 

Sign is incorrect size or otherwise contravenes licensing 
requirement  

 
 
 
 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Untidy installation i.e. 
loose wires, protruding screws etc.  

 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Roof sign is not connected, the connection is unsafe, and/or it 
cannot be illuminated (50% or more of roof sign bulbs do not 
illuminate) 

Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 

 
 
 

 
----------------------------------- 
Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 

 
----------------------------------- 
Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 
 

 
1.6 Engine Cooling System 

 
Requirement Method of Inspection Reason(s) for Failure Test Result 
The engine cooling system should be 
in good condition and fully 
operational 

Examine the condition of the whole 
cooling system including the 
radiator, coolant pump, drive belts 
(including pulleys for security), 
deterioration and completeness 

1) A cooling system component which is insecure, deteriorated, 
missing or inoperative 

2) Coolant leak which deposits any coolant on the ground during 
the test forming a pool of more than 10mm in diameter 

Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 
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1.7 Bodywork 
 

Requirement Method of Inspection Reason(s) for Failure Test Result 
When possible the vehicle should be 
inspected under natural light and 
not under fluorescent light 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Bodywork should be clean and free 
from dents and scratches 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

All panels & trim should be secure 

Examine bodywork for: 
• sharp or protruding edges 
• body panel of different 

colour to vehicle’s original 
colour  

 
 

 
 
Check for minor Bodywork issues such 
as scratches, dents or dirty bodywork 
Damage not contained in a 5 cm (2 
Inch) radius  

 
 
 
 
 
Check for insecure panels or trim 

1) Any bodywork with sharp or protruding edges likely to cause 
injury to a pedestrian or other road user 

 
2) Any body panel not matching the vehicle’s original colour e.g. 
blue door on a red car or not the same colour from panel to 
panel 
 
 
 
Scratches, dents or other irregularities or repair which is not 
properly painted and finished, the vehicle exterior is not clean or 
any damage not contained in a 5 cm (2 Inch) radius  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Insecure panels or trim 

New application or 
substitution vehicles will be 
failed if bodywork requires 
repairs. 
 
 
 
 
 
Vehicles failing bodywork 
inspection during annual test 
get one calendar month 
from failure to repair then 
are to be checked at test 
Centre. 

 
 

Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 
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1.8 Lights 

 
Requirement Method of Inspection Reason(s) for Failure Test Result 
Reverse lamps should be fitted as 
per manufacturer’s specification 

 
 
 
 

------------------------------------------------ 
All other lamps must be operational 
and free from damage 

 
 
--------------------------------------------------- 
Warning Lamps (Dashboard) 

Check that a reverse lamp is working 
and that lamps are illuminated when 
vehicle is in reverse gear 

 
 
 

----------------------------------------------- 
Check lights do not flicker when 
tapped lightly 

 
 
----------------------------------------------- 
Check no warning lamps are 
illuminated 

1) Reverse lamp is missing, does not emit a steady white light 
or emit a light other than white whilst in reverse gear. 

2) Is incomplete, not in good working order or not visible from 
a reasonable distance. 

3) Is insecure, obscured or not facing to the rear. 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Flickers when tapped lightly by hand or is adversely affected by 
the operation of any other lamp 

 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Warning Lamp illuminated 

Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 

 
 

----------------------------------- 
Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 
 ------------------------------------ 

Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 
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1.9 Oil Leaks 

Requirement Method of Inspection Reason(s) for Failure Test Result 
Engine and transmission should be 
clean and free from leaks 

Check the engine and transmission 
for leakage of any type of oil 

------------------------------------------------ 

Check without operating anything 
other than the engine which may be 
run at tick-over speed 
------------------------------------------------ 
Check there are no temporary 
repairs for oil leakage 

Any oil leak which deposits oil on the ground during the test 
which forms a pool greater than 10mm diameter in a five-
minute period or a number of leaks which collectively would 
deposit oil at the same rate. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Any leak which when the vehicle is in motion could compromise 
the health and safety of its passengers. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
A temporary means of preventing 
leaked oil reaching the ground is not acceptable 

Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 
----------------------------------- 
Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 
----------------------------------- 
Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 

1.10 Mirrors 

Requirement Method of Inspection Reason(s) for Failure Test Result 
All manufacturers’ fitted mirrors are 
to be present. An interior rear-view 
mirror is to be securely fitted in the 
correct position and must be in a 
suitable condition 

Check the presence, security, 
condition and visibility of 
all mirrors 

1)Any of the required mirrors not present or securely fixed

2)Deteriorated or cracked mirror lens

Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 
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1.11 Tyres 
 

Requirement Method of Inspection Reason(s) for Failure Test Result 
All road wheels and tyres must be of 
the same type, size and width. Tyres 
(including spare where present) 
should have not less than 1.6mm 
tread depth 

 
------------------------------------------------ 

 All tyres must be fitted as per the 
manufacturer’s instructions 
 If a licenceholder chooses to fit 
directional tyres they must be fitted 
as per the tyre markings, “inside” & 
“outside” markings must be 
observed 

------------------------------------------------ 
A spare wheel or breakdown kit 
must be carried in all vehicles except 
those fitted with run-flat tyres. 
Where run-flat tyres are fitted and 
the tyre pressure warning light is 
illuminated the vehicle must not be 
used to carry passengers 
------------------------------------------------ 
Where present spare wheel & tyre 
must be stored securely in the 
correct location. Spare tyre MUST be 
Bi-Directional. Space saver wheels 
are allowable but may only be used 
when no passengers are carried. 
------------------------------------------------ 
Where breakdown kit is carried 
instead of spare wheel it must 
include sealant liquid and an air 
compressor  

Check the tread pattern over the 
complete circumference of the tyre 
and that the tread depth meets the 
requirement using, as necessary, a 
depth gauge for testing around the 
entire outer circumference of the tyre 
--------------------------------------------------- 
Check the tyres are fitted as per 
manufacturer’s instructions (either 
from handbook or check online) 

 
 
 
 

-------------------------------------------------- 
Check spare wheel or breakdown kit is 
carried. If vehicle has run-flat tyres 
check the tyre pressure warning light is 
not illuminated 

 
 
 

-------------------------------------------------- 
Check security and serviceability to 
the same standards as fitted tyres, 
check size & specification and ensure 
bi-directional fitting 

 
 

-------------------------------------------------- 
Check breakdown kit has the required 
sealant and air compressor 

The grooves of the tread pattern are not at least 1.6mm 
throughout a continuous band comprising the central three- 
quarters of the breadth of tread 

 
 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Incorrectly fitted tyres 

 
 
 
 
 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
No spare wheel or breakdown kit is carried (if vehicle does not 
have run-flat tyres) or tyre pressure warning light is illuminated 
where vehicle has run-flat tyres 

 
 
 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Spare wheel & tyre not secure or of insufficient standard, 
specification differs, of different size to fitted tyre (unless 
Space Saver) or not Bi-Directional 

 
 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
No sealant or compressor or sealant has been used and not 
replaced 

Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 

 
 

------------------------------------ 
Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 

 
 
 

------------------------------------ 
Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 

 
 
 

----------------------------------- 
Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 
 

 
----------------------------------- 

Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 
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1.12 Interiors 
 

Requirement Method of Inspection Reason(s) for Failure Test Result 
The vehicle should be submitted for 
the inspection clean and 
free from damage and in a condition 
which would be acceptable to be 
hired by members of the public 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Seats 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seatbelts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Interior Lights 

 
Check interior trim for excessive wear 
and correctly fitted items 

 
 
------------------------------------------------ 
Check passenger controls for correct 
operation, damage and security as 
well as tidy & safe wiring 

 
 

------------------------------------------------ 
Check the condition, security and 
cleanliness of seats 

 
 
 
 
 

------------------------------------------------- 
 

Check that all seats have correct 
seatbelts fitted and that all are 
secure and in good condition and in 
good working order 

 
 
 
 

----------------------------------------------- 

Check the interior lights are in 
working order 

 
Incorrectly fitted or missing trim or accessories or excessive 
wear 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Inoperative or damaged passenger controls including sharp 
edges, insecure accessories or fittings, loose, dangerous or 
untidy wiring 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
A seat which is insecure, damaged or weakened so that the 
damaged seat structure or covering could endanger passengers 
or damage their clothes 
Seats with covering(s) in such a condition that they are likely to 
soil passengers clothing or headrests insecure or missing 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

Seatbelts not securely fixed, cut, damaged or worn or seatbelt 
attachment damaged or deteriorated 
 
 
 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Any interior light not in working order 

Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 
----------------------------------- 
Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 

 
 

------------------------------------ 
Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 

 
 
 

------------------------------------ 
 

Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 

 
 
 

------------------------------------ 
 

Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 
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Interior Surface 

Opening windows 

Heating and Demisting 

  No Smoking Signs 

Check interior surfaces including 
roof linings, side panel covering 
and carpets for cleanliness, 
condition and security 
----------------------------------------------- 
Check all opening windows can be 
opened from the relevant controls 

------------------------------------------------- 
Examine presence, condition and 
operation of heating and demisting 
equipment. 
A system with variable speed control 
must be operable in all speeds as 
designed 
----------------------------------------------- 

 No Smoking signs should be       
present showing inside and outside 
vehicle 
____________________________ 

Insecure or damaged so that they are likely to injure passengers 
or contaminated so that they are likely to soil passenger’s 
clothing 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
A driver’s or any passengers 
window cannot be opened from the relevant control 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Missing, inoperative or ineffective 
demisting, heating or cooling 
equipment 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

No signs showing or illegible 

______________________________________________ 

Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-inspected 
----------------------------------- 
Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 

Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 

  --------------------------------     

Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-inspected 

_____________________ 
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Handrails/handholds 

Steps (where required) 

Handrails / handholds must be 
provided for passengers 
entering / exiting the vehicle and 
when manoeuvring inside the 
vehicle to a seat. 

Steps shall be designed to be slip 
resistant, minimise tripping risk and 
have a contrasting band along the 
front edge of 45mm - 55mm 

Manufacturer fitted handrails/handholds have been removed 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Manufacturer steps removed, no steps present or any steps 
without contrasting band along edge, contrasting band is more 
than 55mm wide and/or is located anywhere on the step other 
than the front edge (the contrasting band does not require to 
be slip resistant at this width or less) 

Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 

------------------------------------ 

Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-tested 
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Advertising 

Advertising is only allowed on 
front doors and roof sign of taxis. 
Company name, telephone 
Number or email address only 

Method of Inspection 

Visual 

Reason(s) for Failure 

Advertising outside prescribed areas 

Test Result 

Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-inspected 
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Fire Extinguisher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
CCTV 
 

 

Check that the fire extinguisher is of 
the correct type and is securely 
fitted in a position easily accessible 
by the driver 
 
----------------------------------------------- 
If the extinguisher is hidden from 
view the position must be clearly 
marked in view of the driver and 
passengers 
----------------------------------------------- 
They must contain foam or powder 
and be marked BSI approved and 
not be expired. 
Minimum 1kg 

 
 

------------------------------------------------ 
 
Any vehicle with a CCTV system must 
have a sign (adhesive label) 
displayed which is clearly visible to 
any passenger stating “CCTV in 
operation” 

Missing, inaccessible, 
discharged, incorrect type, in an obviously poor condition 

 
 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
No notice of position is present (where hidden from view), 
Insecure 

 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
No BSI approved fire extinguisher present or it’s expired 

 
 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 
Sign not present or not visible to any passenger 

Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-inspected 

 
---------------------------------- 

Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-inspected 
---------------------------------- 

Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-inspected 
 
 
----------------------------------- 
 
Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-inspected 
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Tariff Card 
Current taxi Tariff Card must be 
present and clearly available for 
viewing by passengers 

Tariff card should be carried in 
vehicle, be current and clearly 
visible and available to passengers 

Not in vehicle or not clearly available to passengers 
Failed Test- 
Licence plates removed 
Vehicle off road until vehicle 
has been re-inspected 

NOTE: The above is intended to provide a clear and concise list of the additional aspects of the inspection test which shall require compliance. It is not an 
exhaustive list and any additional faults which would lead to an MOT failure, or are of concern to the tester, may also result in the vehicle failing the Taxi/PHC 
test on public safety grounds or for the breach of a licensing condition. 
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