2023.R.L.31
THE FIFE COUNCIL - REGULATION AND LICENSING COMMITTEE - GLENROTHES
13th June, 2023 9.30 a.m. — 2.05 p.m.

PRESENT: Councillors Tom Adams, Lynn Ballantyne-Wardlaw, Patrick Browne,
Sean Dillon, Carol Lindsay, David MacDiarmid, Julie MacDougall,
Nicola Patrick, Gordon Pryde and Jonny Tepp.

ATTENDING: Kimberley Langley, Solicitor, Gillian Love, Lead Officer, Miscellaneous
Licensing and Craig Ritchie, Civic Government Licensing Enforcement
Officer all in Finance and Corporate Services; Sergeant Neil Ewing,
Police Scotland (Fife Division); Billy Ferguson, Service Manager, Steven
Duffy, Workshop Team Manager and Steven Haddow, Workshop
Co-ordinator all Fleet Operations (foritems 39 and 41 only); and
Barry Smith, Lead Officer — Private Housing (for item 45 only).

APOLOGIES: Councillors Gavin Ellis, Alycia Hayes, Donald Lothian and Darren Watt.

OBSERVERS: Laura Smith, Housing Professional, Private Sector Housing -
HMO Licensing/ Short-term Lets (for item 45 only) and Hayden Thomson,
Work Experience (for items 37 to 39 only).

37. MINUTE

The Committee considered the Minute of Meeting of the Regulation and Licensing
Committee of 16th May, 2023.

Decision
The Committee approved the Minute.

CIVIC GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 1982

38. SUSPENSION OF TAXI/PRIVATE HIRE CAR DRIVERS LICENCES

The Council’s Lead Officer, Miscellaneous Licensing reported to the Committee that a
decision was taken by the Executive Director, Finance & Corporate Services using the
powers given to her under Section 2 of the Council’s List of Officer Powers
‘Emergencies and Cases of Urgency’ to suspend two taxi/private hire car drivers
licences with immediate effect under paragraph 12 of Schedule 1 to the above Act
having advised the Convener and Depute Convener of the Committee of this decision.
The decision was taken as information had been received which had to be considered
prior to this meeting of the Committee.

Decision

The Committee noted that two taxi/private hire car drivers licences had been
suspended with immediate effect.

39./



39.

40.

2023.R.L.32
TAXI AND PRIVATE HIRE CAR INSPECTION TESTS - EAST FIFE AREA

The Committee considered a report by Service Manager, Fleet Operations on annual
inspection tests carried out on vehicles in the East Fife Area in February to June, 2023.

Decision

The Committee, having heard the Fleet Operations Manager on the report and,
following discussion:

(1)  congratulated those operators whose vehicles passed the test first time;

(2)  agreed that those operators who had vehicles failing the test be brought in for a
meeting with the Convener and Depute Convener regarding the maintenance of
their vehicles; and

(3)  requested that three open days be held at each of the garages in the East, West
and Central areas with all licensed operators being given the opportunity to
attend. This is in an effort to show operators how the annual tests are carried
out. Advice will also be given on daily checks of their vehicles and the operators
will be given the opportunity to ask any questions of the testers.

APPLICATIONS IN RESPECT OF WHICH COMMENTS HAD BEEN MADE

The Committee considered applications for licences by the undernoted and, having
heard the representative for Police Scotland (Fife Division), the Council’s Lead Officer,
Miscellaneous Licensing and the applicants thereon, dealt with the applications as
shown:-

Applicant Activity & Period of Licence Applied For
(@) Stuart Devlin Taxi Driver
(new application)
1 year
Motion

Councillor MacDougall, seconded by Councillor Dillon, moved that the licence
be granted.

Amendment

Councillor MacDiarmid, seconded by Councillor Lindsay, moved, as an
amendment, that the licence be granted with a warning.

Vote
Amendment - 5
Motion - 5

The Convener exercised his casting vote in favour of the Amendment.

Decision/



41.

42./

2023.R.L.33

Decision

The Committee agreed to grant the licence with a warning.

(b) Karl Kinsella Taxi Driver
(new application)
1 year
Decision

The Committee agreed to grant the licence with a warning.

(c) John Ogilvie Taxi Driver
(new application)
1 year
Decision

The Committee noted that the applicant had now withdrawn his application for
a Taxi Driver’s licence.

The applicants had been invited to attend and be represented at the meeting
and with the exception of the applicant at (c) above were all present and
heard.

The warning given to the applicants at (a) and (b) above was that any future
misdemenours brought to the attention of the Committee could result in
suspension of the licence.

CONSIDERATION OF POSSIBLE SUSPENSION OF LICENCE

The Committee considered exercising power of suspension under paragraph 11 of
Schedule 1 to the above Act in respect of the undernoted licence, and, having heard
the Council’'s Service Manager, Fleet Operations and Lead Officer, Miscellaneous

Licensing, thereon, dealt with the licence as shown:-

Licenceholder Type and No. of Licence & Expiry Date

Thomas Mutter and William Davie Private Hire Operator’s Licence — PO11 —
West Fife Zone — 22 November 2023

Decision

The Committee agreed not to suspend the licence but subjected the vehicle to a random
test within six months of the annual test carried out on the vehicle.

The licenceholders had been invited to attend and be represented at the meeting.
Mr Davie was present and heard.



42.

43.

2023.R.L.34
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

The Committee resolved, under Section 50(A)(4) of the Local Government (Scotland)
Act 1973, to exclude the public and press from the meeting for the items of business at
43 and 44 below on the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of exempt
information as defined in paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 7A to the Act.

APPLICATIONS IN RESPECT OF WHICH POLICE COMMENTS HAD BEEN MADE
The Committee considered applications for licences by the undernoted and, having

heard the representative for Police Scotland (Fife Division) and the applicants thereon,
dealt with the applications as shown:-

Applicant Activity & Period of Licence Applied For
(@) Mehdi Mukhtar Taxi Driver
(new application)
1 year
Motion

Councillor Brown, seconded by Councillor Pryde, moved that the licence be
granted.

Amendment

Councillor Lindsay, seconded by Councillor Patrick, moved, as an
Amendment, that the licence be granted with a warning.

Vote
Amendment - 5
Motion - 5

The Convener exercised his casting vote in favour of the Amendment.
Decision

The Committee agreed to grant the licence with a warning.

(b) Lee Faulks Window Cleaner
(new application)
3 year
Decision

The Committee agreed to grant the licence with a warning.

The/



44,

2023.R.L.35

The applicants had been invited to attend and be represented at the meeting
and were both present and heard.

Consideration of the application at (b) above was continued from the meeting
held on 16th May, 2023.

(Prior to consideration of the application at (b) above, Councillor Patrick
declared an interest in this item, as she was known to the applicant, and left
the meeting for this item only).

The warning given to the applicants at (a) and (b) above was that any future
misdemeanours brought to the attention of the Committee could result in
suspension of the licence.

OPPOSED APPLICATIONS

The Committee considered applications for licences by the undernoted in respect of
which police objections had been intimated and, having heard the representative for
Police Scotland (Fife Division), dealt with the applications as shown:-

Applicant Activity and period of licence applied for
(@) James Downie Taxi Driver
(new application)
1 year
Decision

The Committee agreed to continue consideration of the above application to its
next meeting to afford the applicant an opportunity to appear.

(b)  Alexander Nimmo Taxi Driver
(new application)
1 year
Decision

The Committee agreed to continue consideration of the above application to its
next meeting to afford the applicant an opportunity to appear.

(c) Peter Pickford Taxi Driver
(new application)
1 year
Decision

The Committee agreed to grant the licence with a warning.

The/



45.

2023.R.L.36

The applicants and objector had been invited to attend and be represented at the
meeting. The applicant at (c) was present and heard. The applicants at (a) and
(b) were not in attendance.

The warning given to the applicant at (c) above was that any future
misdemeanours brought to the attention of the Committee could result in

suspension of the licence.

OPPOSED APPLICATION

The Committee considered application for licence by the undernoted in respect of
which objections had been intimated and, having heard the representative for the
applicant as well as one of the objectors to the application, dealt with the application as

shown:-
Applicant Activity and period of licence applied for
George Christie Short Term Let Licence for Pickle House,
16 Pickletillum Avenue, Drumoig
(new application)
3 year
Decision

The Committee agreed to grant the licence for one year only with the following
additional conditions to be added to the licence:

e The property be licensed for 8 persons, in total;
¢ No more than four cars to be parked on the property; and
e No on street parking is permitted.

The Committee also requested that the applicant make his letting agent aware of
these additional conditions of licence to ensure that they are included in all posts
advertising the property for let.

The applicant was advised that the Committee took its decision in the knowledge
that he would be installing CCTV at the property and would distribute contact
details to nearby residents in the event of any emergencyl/issues at the property.

The applicant and objectors had been invited to attend and be represented at the
meeting. Mr George Christie was in attendance as the applicant with his son,
Fraser Christie. The applicant was also represented by Mr. Robin Beattie,
Solicitor, Dundee. Mr lan Wilson was in attendance as an objector to the
application and as Secretary of the Drumoig Residents’ Association. No other
objectors to the application were in attendance.




