


   
  

   
  

 
 

   
  

 

  

   
   

  
   

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Rent increases 

Under the Private Residential Tenancy, landlords can only increase rent once in any 12 
month period and must give tenants at least three month's notice. In general cases, there is 
no limit on the amount that rent can be increased by but tenants can appeal to the Tribunal if 
they think that the proposed increase is unreasonable. 

Local authorities have also been given powers to apply to have a particular area designated 
as a Rent Pressure Zone (RPZ) if they can provide Scottish Ministers with evidence that 
rents are rising too much, causing problems for tenants in the area and creating pressure on 
affordable housing. If an RPZ is designated, rent increases in that area will be capped at CPI 
plus 1 % plus an additional amount set by Ministers (the additional amount could be zero or 
any increment of 0.5%). 

What does this all mean? 

The intention behind the changes is to make the PRS more secure for private renters while 
ensuring that landlords can still run viable businesses and continue to invest in the sector. A 
fine balancing act. 

While local authorities will play a part in enforcing the new rules, the new regime will rely 
heavily on landlords and tenants knowing about the changes and how they should be 
applied. Tenants should be empowered to challenge poor landlords safe in the knowledge 
that they will not face arbitrary evictions. This however relies on the assumption that tenants 
will be aware of their rights and have the confidence, skills and time to be able to take a case 
to the Tribunal. 

Tenancy Agreement - www.mygov.scot/tenancy-agreement-scotland 

Model Tenancy- https:ljbeta.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-model-private-residential-tenancy-agreement/ 
Create a tenancy agreement - www.mygov.scot/tenancy-agreement-

scotla nd/? ga=2.9160501.1863070676.1511266403-370590802.1504514488 

Easy read notes - https://beta.gov.scot/publications/easy-read-notes-scottish-government-model-private-residential­

tenancy-agreement 
Standard Clauses - http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2016/19/schedule/2/enacted 

Guide to standard clauses - https://beta.gov.scot/publications/private-residential-tenancy-statutory-terms-supporting­

notes/ 

Grounds for Eviction - http:ljwww.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2016/19/schedule/3/enacted 

Housing & Property Chamber - https://www.housingandpropertychamber.scot/ 

Landlords Guidance - https://beta.gov.scot/publications/private-residential-tenancies-landlords-guide/ 

Tenants Guidance - https://beta.gov.scot/publications/private-residential-tenancies-tenants-guide/ 

Rent Pressure Zone - https://beta.gov.scot/policies/private-renting/rent-pressure-zones/ 

Should you require any further information or guidance please contact 
Fife Councils Landlord Registration Team by telephone on 01592 583397 

Or email landlords.registration@fife.gov.uk 

Fife Councils Houses of Multiple Occupancy Team by telephone on 01592 583162 

Or email HMO.licensing@fife.gov.uk 
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